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they survived, at that late stage in the dissolution of English
country life, were mostly of little interest save to ballad specialists,
Elgar, whom we saw completing The Dream ofGerontiuswigoo,
had between then and 1914 a period of exceptional productivity.
Within it came his two other great oratorios, his two symphonies,
his violin concerto, and his symphonic poem Falstaf. These,
though differing in value, were all works on a great scale and
in the grand manner; and together with the best of the many
lesser works which accompanied them they formed such a body
of musical creation as no other Englishman had come near
achieving in the two centuries of modern music. This was well
recognized in England, and receptions like that of his first
symphony (performed over 100 times in two years) had un-
doubtedly an encouraging effect on the younger generation of
English composers. Vaughan Williams's Sea Symphony appeared
in 191 o; his London Symphony in March 1914. Rutland Boughton,
working under great difficulties without an orchestra, completed
The Immortal Hour in 1914, and it was given that year at Glaston-
bury with piano accompaniment; though for proper per-
formances it had to wait till after the war. Hoist and Bax also
began publication, though only with minor works. The musical
idiom of all these younger composers was influenced—in some
cases greatly—by tie folk-song discoveries; Elgar alone, having
formed his style earlier, remained unaffected by them. Another
composer very active at this time, and sometimes claimed for
the English school, was Delius. Of German descent, but born
in Bradford and brought up there as an Englishman till manhood,
he had lived subsequently in America and Germany, and since
1890 in France. Down to 1908 none of his works were first
performed in England. But in that year three important ones
were, two under his own baton; and thenceforward his contacts
with and influence on British music became considerable.
The striking feature on the side of books was the rapid growth
in their numbers following the Balfour Education Acts. It
parallels the rapid spread of secondary and university education.
The annual total,( which we saw to have been 5,971 in 1899,
and which in 1901 (during the Boer war) dropped below 5,000
works, was 6,456 in 1904, 8,468 in 1910, and 9,541 in 1913.
Because the Publisher's Circular changed its classification, there
are some important classes, e.g. novels, whose increase it is not
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